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‘The Simple View of Reading’

Two main skills:

Successful reading demands both word level reading and 

the ability to comprehend what has been read.

1. Word Level – the use of phonics to decode by 

blending sounds in words and sight word recognition 

(tricky words such as the, because, was)

2. Language comprehension - to understand the 

messages contained in the text



Synthetic Phonics 
• We teach the children synthetic phonics based on the 

‘Letters and Sounds’ guidance from the Department For 
Education.

• Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching where words are 
broken up into the smallest units of sound (phonemes). 
Children learn to make connections between the letters of 
written texts (graphemes) and the sounds of spoken 
language.

• Children are taught how to break up words, or decode 
them, into individual sounds, and then blend all the way 
through the word.

• Click here for the guidance
Letters and Sounds Guidance 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf


Phonics is…

skills of 
segmentation and 

blending

knowledge of 
the alphabetic 

code
+

It must always be remembered that phonics is the 
step up to word recognition. Automatic reading of 
all words – decodable and tricky – is the ultimate 
goal.



The alphabetic code

• English is an alphabetic language

• There are 26 letters in the English  

alphabet

• There are approximately 44 sounds  

(phonemes) in the English

language

• Combined they make in excess of 140  

letter combinations (graphemes)



Enunciation

• Teaching phonics requires a technical skill in 
enunciation.

• Phonemes should be articulated clearly and 
precisely, otherwise blending won’t work! 

• The children should be able to see the adult’s 
mouth during the teaching.

• Use of mirrors supports articulation 

• Say the Sounds video is useful.

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-easy


• Phase 1

• Phase 2

• Phase 3

• Phase 4 Year 1

• Phase 5

• Phase 6

Nursery 

Reception

Throughout Y1

Throughout Y2

Phases of Phonics 



Phonic Terminology 



The skill of segmenting

d  - u – ck

• This is an important skill that aids spelling 
through phases 2 – 6

• Hear and say the individual phonemes 
(sounds) within words

• There are 3 phonemes in the word, ‘duck’

• Children who struggle to orally segment 
often leave phonemes out when spelling 
longer words e.g. ‘blank’ becomes ‘bank’



Blending
Merging the individual phonemes (sounds) 

together to read all through a word.



How do we teach phonics?
Daily dedicated teaching sessions followed by 
practical activities involving investigating/ 
detectives to spot new phonemes learnt.



Working memory

• Working memory refers to the memory we use 
to hold and manipulate information. 

• When a beginning reader sounds out a word, 
they will need to hold the letter shapes, 
sequence, and sounds in working memory to first 
sound out the word, then blend the sounds and 
read the word. 

• Information held in working memory is fragile 
and held briefly (approximately 10 seconds) 
unless actively engaged.



Making it memorable! 

We assign an action/gesture to each phoneme 
and use the jolly phonics actions.





Segmenting
‘Sounding out words’

• We encourage the children to ‘touch and read’ 
each phoneme with their finger

• Draw the phoneme in the air/ floor/ body part



Make it active!



Active learning

Practise

segmenting by 

using play dough to

press each sound as 

you make  the word.





Sound Buttons

When reading a word, we encourage the children to 
draw a button for each sound. When they spot a 
digraph or trigraph, they draw a line underneath the 
graphemes (letters).





A typical phonic session at school

• Revisit previous phonemes learned 
• Teach new grapheme - ‘ay’ 
• Say the phoneme and write the phoneme in the 

air, on each other’s backs/ whiteboards
• Practise reading real and alien words: play, stray, 

spray, crayon, sclay, glay, deflay through partner 
games/ online games such as Phonicsplay 

• Apply - Children read sentences containing words 
with ‘ay’, This might be in partners or through a 
matching game.  Can a crayon spray paint? Can a 
stray cat play? Do not delay unless you want to 
stay all day. 



Phase 3: Reception- Recap in Y1









Terminology  
• Digraph

Two letters that represent one speech sound. 
Examples: sh, ch, th, ph, ay, ea

• Vowel digraph
Two letters that together make one vowel sound. 
Examples: ai, ee, ie, oo, ow.

• Consonant digraphs: These digraphs are found at 
the end of words: ll, ss, ff, zz, ng



Trigraph

Three letters together make one

phoneme (sound)

ear

dear

air

fair

ure

pure

igh

sigh



Phase 4 Phonics - no new phonemes 
to learn!

• This phase normally takes 4 weeks to teach 
and is taught in Y1  



Phase 4: CVCC words
• Children entering Phase Four will be able to represent 

each of 42 phonemes by a grapheme, and be able to 
blend phonemes to read CVC words and segment CVC 
words for spelling. 

• They will know letter names and be able to read and 
spell some tricky words. 

• The purpose of this phase is to consolidate children’s 
knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words 
containing adjacent consonants and polysyllabic words. 

CVC = consonant vowel consonant (D O G)
CVCC = consonant vowel consonant consonant (H E L P)



The 42 Phonemes



Phase 5 – taught throughout Year 1



Phonic families in 
Phase 5

• The purpose of this phase is for children to 
broaden their knowledge of graphemes and 
phonemes for use in reading and spelling. 

• They will learn new graphemes and 
alternative pronunciations for these such as 
‘ea’ in ‘bread’ and ‘mean.’

• Introduces alternative graphemes for spellings 
such as ‘ou’ in ‘cloud’ and ‘ow’ in ‘cow.’



Phase 5 specific terminology

Split vowel digraphs a-e    e-e    i-e    o-e    u-e

Even though the digraph has been split, and a 

consonant is in the middle, it still makes the same 

sound. 





Year 1 Phonic Screening 
• Schools will administer the Year 1 Phonics 

Screening Check the week beginning Monday 
7th June 2021. 

• Every child in year 1 must complete the test.



What does the test look like?
• The check consists of 40 words which consist 

of 20 ‘real’ words and 20 ‘nonsense words’



The pass mark 
for the past 
few years has 
been
32 out of 40.



How can I help my child prepare?
• You can help your child prepare for their Phonics 

Screening Check by going over the phonics they 
have learnt in Reception and Year 1. 

• Read new books and stories with them where 
they will be introduced to new words that they 
will have to sound out.

• Provide plenty of opportunities for word reading 
practice of both Phase 5 real and alien words: 
children should add their own sound buttons to 
the word cards and then decide if they are real or 
alien.



New Home Reading Routine 

1. Children will be bringing home 2 
reading books every Thursday

2. Please read the books with your child
3. Return the books to school on Monday
4. The books will be placed in a box for 

“quarantining”
5. New reading books will be issued to 

your child the following Thursday



What if my child is behind? 

To ensure your child is on track, we aim for them 
to be able to read at least 20 words on a 
practice phonic screening by Christmas. 

If they score below 20, we will speak to you 
about how we can provide extra support at 
school and how you can help your child at 
home. 



Past Phonic Screening Papers

• You can download the Department for 
Education's official Year 1 Phonics screening 
check past paper from 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 
the most recent test 2019

http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2012
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2013
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2014
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2015
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2016
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2017
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2018
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2019-materials


Useful Websites and Apps
• Oxford Phonics Generates lists of alien words by 

Phase.
• Mr Thorne- good for enunciation 
• Phonicsplay- online games we use at school
• SpellingShed- your child will be given a login 
• Teach Your Monster To Read- computer version is 

free
• Alphablocks – short videos practising segmenting 

and blending skills
• Busythings – your child will be given a login

http://www.oxfordphonicschecksupport.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqh11DN6jmbBHVCDeYtWRgJcZLowiu9cv
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.edshed.com/en-gb/menu
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/accounts/sign_in
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
https://www.busythings.co.uk/



