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Dear Parents and Carers,

Well done to our Year 5 pupils who led a carol service for
their friends and family on Monday; thank you to Miss
Porcu and all the staff who were involved in preparing the
children for this event.

Wednesday was our annual Christmas jumper day in
support of The Passage. The Passage offers a wide

range of services, all year round, to meet the needs of
homeless and vulnerable people; their aimis to help
people to address the issues that have contributed to
them becoming homeless, and to enable them to move
on to live safe, happy and fulfilling lives. A huge thank you
to everyone for supporting this cause — we raised £174.85.

We also had our Christmas Lunch day — thank you to all of
our kitchen staff - and our class Christmas parties this week
- I know the children have had a really enjoyable week
with all the festive activities.

We welcome Miss Kachwalla, Miss Williams and Miss Carter
to St. Theresa's. Miss Kachwalla will be the Nursery Class
teacher; Miss Williams and Miss Carter will be the new
Reception Class Teachers; | am sure you will join me in
wishing them the best of luck at our school.

A reminder to all parents and carers, that the school will
be closed to the children on Monday 6™ January for staff
fraining; the school will re-open for the children on
Tuesday 7th January.

A final good bye, thank you and good luck to Miss Gulab.
Wishing you all a very safe and joyful Christmas - see you

allin January. me CDSL—CL
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St Philip’s Mass times at Christmas
CHRISTMAS EVE, Tuesday 24th December:
No morning Mass
Family Vigil Mass: 5:30pm
Midnight Mass: 11:30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY, Wednesday 25th December:
Mass at 9:30am & 11:30am
Mass at 10:00am

St. Theresa’s School on Instagram
You can follow St. Theresa’s School on Instagram! Please
search st.theresas.n3 on the platform and you should find
updates on the activities the school and our pupils have been

involved in lately. Mr Troy adds content to our account
regularly so please do have a look.

NEWS from the FRIENDS
Dear Parents and Carers,
Please keep an eye out for our upcoming events in 2025,
we’ll be announcing dates very soon. If you’d like to learn
more about The Friends or get involved, please email the
school, and we’ll be in touch.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful
festive season!
Thank you again for your support.
Best wishes,
The Friends
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NEW Y2 and Y3 morning and afternoon routines
Y2 and Y3 Parents — please read
After the Christmas holidays, all Y2 and Y3 children will

i enter and exit their classrooms (at the start of the day,

: and at home-time) via their classroom door.

i Therefore, parents will now need to walk all the way

¢ along the path and wait (along the back wooden fence)
i until the teacher opens the classroom door.

i Parents — please wait against the fence to avoid

i overcrowding near the classroom doors.
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Applications for Nursery January 2025

Applications are invited for the new Nursery for January
2025 - this is for children who are 3 by 31st December
2024). Children who will be 3 by 31st March 2025 can also
apply and will be admitted in the summer term.

The application forms are available to download from the
school website.
https://www.st-theresas.barnet.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2024/09/Nursery-School-Application-
Form-2024-2025.pdf

Please return your completed application forms to the
school office.

St. Theresa’s pupil attendance target for
2024-2025 is 96%

Period Whole school

attendance

From 3/9/24 - now 94.27%

Class with highest attendance to date - Y6 are still in the lead
with 96.33% attendance and Y3 are now in 2" place!

At the end of the year, in July 2025, the class with the highest
record of attendance will win a non-school uniform day!

Please visit our website where you will find our weekly newsletter, diary dates, curriculum information and
lots more! hitps://www.st-theresas.barnet.sch.uk/
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The Wednesday Word
“Spend time with someone in need, visit someone
who is sick, offer a smile.” Pope Francis
What did Mary do when she heard about Elizabeth? In this Sunday’s
Gospel, even though Mary had many of her own preparations to make
for the birth of Jesus, she still went out of her way to visit her elderly
relative Elizabeth. Ask your child who they like to go and visit most?
When did they last get a warm welcome and how did it make them
feel? Who always makes them feel especially welcome and looked
after? Tell your child about the people you like to visit.
“Working together to practice hospitality,
will make us better human beings.” Pope Francis

As a family, think about people who visit your home. Each of you say
who most fills you with joy when they call to visit. What are some of
the things we can do to make visitors feel more welcome this
Christmas? Is there someone that you can invite for a meal, or to play,
and make them feel especially valued - maybe a relative who lives on
their own, or maybe a friend from school? Come and visit Church
together this Sunday, giving thanks to God for all your family and
friends and for the many blessings that Christmas brings. All are
warmly invited.

https://www.paperturn-view.com/wednesday-word/christmas-holiday

special?pid=-MTA101634&v=158.3
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Whole class for completing their first term at

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
Parent Questionnaire
A reminder to all parents that the deadline for completing the
RSE parent questionnaire is today.

We have now been using the Ten:Ten programme to teach
Relationships and Sex Education for nearly two years and we
would be grateful for your feedback.

To complete the questionnaire, please visit:
https://forms.office.com/r/L.Z26RqzThf

Reception
St. Theresa's. | hope the rest of their learning journey,
at St. Theresa's, and beyond, is a happy and fulfilling
one. Good luck Reception and God bless you!

Year 1 Whole class for all their hard work this term, | am very
proud of all of you! Merry Christmas!

Year 2 Favour for showing determination in all she does using
her ‘can do’ attitude towards tricky tasks.

Tashinga for amazing learning behaviour, developing
resilience and confidence.

Year 3 Allan for trying his best in English.

Vivaan for an excellent Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory narrative.

Year 4 Whole class for all of their wonderful hard work and
excellent behaviour for learning throughout the term.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Year 5 Whole class for their carol concert performance. Well
done for practising your lines and songs. All children put
in great effort.

Year 6 Whole class for working so hard this term and having a
fantastic attitude to their learning. Merry Christmas and
a happy new year.

The Golden Ticket Winners are:
Anduena (Y2)
Phoebe (Y4)

Match Funding from your Employer
Match funding is a fantastic scheme whereby employers
provide funding for organisations such as primary schools.
It is a very simple and easy means of extra funding. As an
employee it doesn’t cost you anything, except maybe a little
help at an event but could mean hundreds of pounds of extra
money for the Friends, which directly benefits the children.
In many cases it is as simple as approaching your HR
department and finding out about their scheme (the name of
the scheme may differ depending on the company).
If you think you may be able to help us, then please do contact
the PSA.

Barnet Education and Learning Service
Autism Parent/Carer Programme
(0-6yrs) - Spring term 2025

Professionals and parents will deliver modules designed to
increase your knowledge and skills with understanding Autism
and using practical strategies to support your child.

The criteria for accessing the programme:
* A Barnet Resident

* Child has a diagnosis of Autism

* Child is 0-6 years old

For further details, dates and to sign up please see link:
https://admin.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-
12/06%20BELS%20Autism%20Parent%20Carer%20programme %20
January%202025.pdf

Applications for Reception September 2025

Applications are invited for the Reception Class for

September

2025 — this is for children born between 1st

September 2020 and 315t August 2021. The deadline to return
this to the school office is 15" January 2025. The forms are

available to

download on the school website. Please also be

advised that you must also complete a CAF (Common
Application Form) from Barnet - the on-line system is already
open: https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

Safeguarding at St. Theresa’s
Miss Costa is the Designated Safeguarding Lead at the school; Mr
Troy and Mrs Folan are members of the safeguarding team.
Parents can find the school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding
Policy on the school website: https://www.st-
theresas.barnet.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Child-
Protection-and-Safeguarding-Policy-September-2024.pdf

Fri 20t Dec
Mon 6t Jan
Tues 7t Jan
Wed 8t Jan
Fri 10t Jan
Fri 17t Jan

Wed 22" Jan
Fri 24 Jan

Fri 315t Jan

Mon 3™ Feb
Thurs 6t Feb
Tues 11t Feb
Fri 14 Feb

Dates for your diary

Last day of Autumn term - 1pm finish
School closed to children

Children back at school

1.30-3.15pm Nursery open afternoon
Y4 Times Table Rock Star Day

Y1 and Y2 attending 10am Mass at St. Philip’s
Church

Y1 trip to the Science Museum

Y3 and Y4 attending 10am Mass at St. Philip’s
Church

Y5 and Y6 attending 10am Mass at St. Philip’s
Church

Y6 trip to the RAF Museum
4pm-6.30pm Parent Consultations (face to face)
4pm-6.30pm Parent Consultations (face to face)

*9.15am Y1-Y6 Dance Festival

Mon 17t — Fri 215t Feb Half term

Thurs 27t Fe
Wed 19t Ma

*New dates i

b *3.30pm Parent Online Safety Workshop
rch

n bold

Class Photo Day
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Family Links

For parents and carers of children aged 2-11.

Education |

Join us for an opportunity to discuss and share
strategies and ideas to support our relationships
with our children.
10-week programme
starting: Wednesday 22™ January 2025

Last session 2™ April 2025
(no session during half term)

Time: 9.30to 11:30 noon

Tea, coffee, and biscuits provided.

Venue: Our Lady of Lourdes RC Primary School, Bow Lane,
M12 QJP

Mearest tube station: East Finchley
Bus route: 263
Free on-street parking

Please make referrals via the Universal plus form. This can
be found on the Barnet website:

Iake a referral to the Farly Help team | Barnet Council

Please contact:

Gary Duncan - Early Help Practitioner 07729 075230
Yvonne Scott — Early Help Practitioner 07917465170
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